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ANSWER TO APPEAL. 
(Continued from p. 257.) 

There is no peace, saith my God, to the wick- 
Be not deceived ; God is not mocked ; what 
man soweth, that shall he also reap. But these, 
natural brute beasts, made to be taken and des- 
ved, speak evil of the things that they under- 
and not; they shall utterly perish in their own 
uption, and shall receive the reward of un- 
heousness: these are wells without water ; 


jtion. And this is the record that God hath given 
| to us, eternal life; and this life is in hisSon. He 
| that hath the Son, hath life ; and he that hath not 
| the Son of God, hath not life. For there are cer- 
‘tain men crept in unawares, who were before of 
old ordained to this condemnation ; ungodly men, 
jturning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, 
| and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord 
Jesus Christ: yet Michael, the archangel, when 
| contending with the Devil, durst not bring a rail- 
ling accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee.” 


wads that are carried with a tempest ; to whom | So say I, for your perversion of Sacred Writ ! 
mists of darkness is reserved forever. For as |“ These are spots in your feasts of charity, when 
tree falleth, so shall it lie; whether it point-| they feast with you, feeding themselves without 
to the north, orto the south, to heaven or to| fear: clouds they are, without water, carried 
for there is no wisdom, nor knowledge, nor| about of winds; trees, whose fruit withereth ; 
vice, in the grave whither we are hastening | Without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the 
for this canse God shall send them strong de-| roots.” “ The rich man died,” we are teld, “and 
ns, that they should believe a lie, that they/|in hell he lifted up his eyes, being in torments.” 
«ight be damned who believed not the truth, but | And, alas, there was a “ gulf fixed; so that they 
| pleasure in unrighteousness. But we are; which would pass from hence, cannot :” It ap- 
snd always to give thanks to God for you, bre-| pears that there is a final separation ; and when 

n, beloved of the Lord, because God hath,|the question was put to our Lord, Are there few 

m the beginning, chosen you to salvation. | that be saved ? he said unto them, “ Strive to en- 

| rant that the final restoration of all things that | ter in ; for many shall seek to enter in, and shall 
by the mouth of the prophets hath spoken,|not be able. Then shall he say also unto them 
shall be fulfilled. They have declared, that “the|on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into 


And 


vicked shall be turned into hell, with all the na- 
ms that forget God.” For what saith divine 
inspiration: “ He that is unjust, let him be unjust 
sill; and he that is filthy, let him be filthy still: 
nd he that is righteous, let him be righteous still ; 
ind he that is holy, let him be holy still.” So Sir, 
vou will please to observe the distinction God 
is made. The servants of the Lord, they shall see 
face : and his name shall be in their foreheads. 

if any man worship the beast and his image, 
and receive his mark in his forehead, or in the 
sand, the same shall drink of the wine of the 
srath of God, which is poured out without mix- 
‘ure into the cup of his indignation ; and he shall 


| everlasting fire, prepared for the Devil and his 
jangels: and these shall go away into everlasting 
| punishment, but the righteous into life eternal,” 
There is a manifest difference between the 
children of men in this world. Some of them are 
holy and religious; they fear God and worship 
him: they appear to be the children of God, for 
they imitate his holiness ; they love and obey him ; 
ithey practise virtue and goodness in this life, and 
aspire to the blessedness of heaven, while the rest 
go on to indulge their vicious appetites and pas- 
sions ; they pursue earthly things as their chief 
good, and are evidently walking in the road of 
sin, to misery and destruction. I need not cite 





¢ tormented with fire and brimstone in the pre- Scripture to prove this point, for daily observa- 
ence of the holy angels, and in the presence of|tion abundantly confirms it. 

¢ Lamb, and the smoke of their torments as-| With respect to this great doctrine of the election 

‘ndeth up for ever and ever; and they have no | of sinners in Christ, to be made holy and happy, 
est day nor night. And I heard a voice from|there are some difficulties attending the belief of 
heaven, saying unto me, Write, blessed are the lit, which ought to be relieved. There are some 
lead which die in the Lord, from henceforth :| proper uses to which this doctrine should be ap- 
vea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their| plied. There are also some practical abuses of it, 
ibours ; and their works do follow them.” The against which we must set a guard ; and there are 
cripture saith, “ If the righteous is scarcely saved, | some remarks, or inferences, which may be form- 
where shall the sinner and the ungodly appear.” |ed upon the whole discourse. I do not wish to 
Sy your sophistry, in heaven, be sure. Ah! “ Be | spend my time in controversy, for it has been 
not deceived, God is not mocked ; for he that | ably defended and supported by the ministers of 
oweth tothe flesh, shall of the flesh reap corrup- | the everlasting gospel. It is true, that some have 
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argued thus: If God bas chosen a certain number | light in sin, a dislike of Christ, and of his sajy: 


to be made holy and happy, by Jesus Christ the | tion, whieh consists in holiness and the love 
Mediator, while others are left out of this choice, | God; they have a rooted obstinacy of will ort 
and go on in sin to their final destruction, will the methods of divine grace. ‘This js their ens 
they not justly complain of God, at the last day, |demnation, John iii. 19, “that light came into». 
as having laid a bar against their salvation, by not | world, and they loved darkness rather than jie, 
choosing them ? Will they not say, there was no therefore they must die in their sins, becomes | . 
Mediator to undertake their cause? No pardon,) would not come unto Christ, that they m ’ 
no salvation provided for them ; and therefore | have life, John v. 40. I confess this ayers, 
the offers of pardon and salvation, which are | this obstinacy of mind and will against the , 
made to them in common with other sinners in pel, may be called natural, or rather, native. a 
the Gospel, are mere delusive words, and have no| comes to us by nature, in its present corrupy 
truth in them? But far be this imputation from | state ; and in Scripture it is sometimes represent 
the God of grace and truth. jed as impotence, or inability to repent, to return io 
Ans. 1. The offers of salvation, by a Mediator, | God, to receive Christ and his grace. John yj ¢: 
are made, in general terms, to all sinners where- |“ Vo man can come to me, except it were give, 
soever the Gospel is preached ; and every one him of my Father.” It is termed blindpex 
that applies himself to Christ in the appointed mind, hardness of heart, and a death in sin - yoy 
way, and is sincerely willing to receive this salva- | that there is really such a nataral incapacity ; 
tion, shall have it bestowed upon them. John iii. | their mind and will to receive this grace, as they 
16, “ God so loved the world, that he gave his only |is in a blind or dead carease ; but it is a morp! 
begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him, | #mpotency, as it is well expressed by our diri 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” So | because the aversion is strong, and so rooted 
far was our blessed Lord appointed the common their hearts, that they will never renounce sig 
Mediator of mankind, that none shall be able to|and receive the salvation of Christ, without thy 
complain in the day of judgment that they perish | powerful influences of divine grace. That it js 
for want of a Mediator, This is the will of God moral impotency, and not properly natural, a; 
who sent him, or the grand commission with | pears by the moral remedies applied to cure j: 
which he came into the world; not only that he | viz. commands, promises, threatenings, &c. y 
should take care of those whom the Father had | it would be useless and ridiculous to apply to nat 
given him, but it runs in general, that he should | ural impotence, i. e. to make the blind see, or thy 
receive all that come to him, and he will by no/} dead arise. 
means cast them out. See John vii. 357—40. None 
shall complain that their sins are not pardoned, REMARKS. 
for want of a sufficiency in the merit or atone-} There seems to be a fatality attending th 
ment of Christ: and, though it is confessed that! ciples of Calvin, in their attempts at expositi 
his blood and life were paid down, as a price for | (or evasion.) and contradictions are the invaria 
the certain redemption and salvation of all titat|ble result. For ourselves, we cannot pursy 
the Father had given him, yet the blood of him |them in their wanderings, and view their circui 
who was God manifested in the flesh, had a suffi-| ous and rambling rout, but we are forcibly in 
cient value in it to procure pardon, heaven, and | pressed with the recollection of the crooked pat! 
happiness for a whole world of sinful men. The lof the Israelites through the desert ; aud some 
reason why unbelieving and impenitent sinners |thing more than fancy identifies the facts 
are condemned, is, because they did not apply | marks the striking features which always are « 
themselves sincerely to this Mediator ; they did |tendant upon error. A. B.’s fourth paragre 
not choose to lay hold of this salvation, which con-|a repetition of quotations, to prave what we 
sists in a likeness to God, as well as in his favour, | only admit, but voluntarily insist upon ; name! 
in holiness as well as happiness. that “ there is no peace to the wicked,” &c. 1) 
Ans. 2. Nor shall any be able to say, at that day, iwe want evidence to prove this to be truth, w 
that they missed of the salvation of Christ, for could obtain it from the life and conduct of Jol 
want of sufficient natural powers to lay hold of |Calvin! At one time we behold him, ‘like th 
it, and receive it. Sinners that hear the Gospel, | raging waves of the sea, foaming out his o1 
have a natural understanding to take in the | shame ;” and with murderous heart and baw 


(To be continued.) 


meaning of the word preached ; they have also consigning the meek and amiable Srrvetvs to | 


@ will to accept or refuse the proposals of grace,| flames!!! At another time we see him querrell: 
to receive or reject this all-sufficieut Saviour: but with Luther, whether the bread, used in (heir + 
there is an aversion in them to attend to and | cramental ordinance, should be made with, 
obey the Gospel, through the corruption of their} without yest!!! And, at all times, flaming © 
nature by original sin ; their minds will not learn rage against those whom he regarded as lis ent 
divine things, because they shut their eyes ; their | mies, and thirsting for their blood!!! 


wills refuse to receive the grace of the gospel,| The intelligent reader will notice, and, 


they sbut it out of their hearts; they bave a de- | trust, give ample credit to A. B. for the exect's 
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viii made to the quotation from Ecclesiastes| We believe the annals of Calvinism will not 
The idea that the tree always falls so as to| produce one instance, where the death-bed, that 
Lintto Heaven or Hell,” is quite original! but,| “detector of the heart,” ever gave evidence of 
together Seriptural. A. B., whether inten-/| the stability of Calvinism! Instances may be pro- 
y, or from the fatality we mentioned, we | duced, where those professing Calvinism, hushed 
ae presume to say ; but, at all events, very their fears to sleep, by rocking them in an Armin- 


a 


mately, has so jumbled the quotations, in lian cradle!!! Where those who had preached 
ompting to connect them Calvinistically, that | “ discriminating grace” for years, when they were 
wad, the “cause” why “ God sends strong | about to try the strength of their bridge, chose to 
ms,” is the “ falling of the tree,”"—its| prop it up with shores borrowed from brother 
inting to heaven or hell,”"—and there being |-2rminius! And fearing to trust, alone, to a decree 
, wisdom, knowledge, nor device in the | which had “no foresight of good works,” grasp 
&e.!!! New ideas are to be obtained | both hands fu/l, and carry them to barter for 
3ut we think they are neither Scriptural, ; Heaven ! To buy off justice—to pack up, and take 
rational ! along, as something that may be indispensable ; 

\. Bs fourth paragraph concludes with a pas- | and, in default of being decreed to Heaven, to 
eee, which we are willing should be the fest, and work in, at allevents! “ Facts,” says an old adage, 

e between Calvin and believers in the Gos- | “ are stubborn things.” 

God preached to Abraham ; namely,—* God| The Scriptures declare, that “ God is the Sa- 


from the beginning, chosen you to salva-| viour (not destroyer,) of ALL men ; especially of 


through sanctification of the Spirit, and be- those that believe.” This special salvation is ex- 


truth.’ Now we contend, that no man] plained (See Rom. iii.) by Paul, who says, “ But 
, possibly experience salvation without belier- | now the righteousness of God without the law is 
zthe truth. The important inquiry, therefore,! manifested, being witnessed by the law and the 
What is the truth to be believed ; the belief} prophets, even the righteousness of God by faith 
hich will confer salvation ? Supposing it were | of Jesus Christ unto (for) all, and upon ail that 
uv that all the human race should be endlessly| believe ; for there is no difference: for all have 
‘ed ; would a belief of this confer salvation ? | sinned and come short of the glory of God ; being 
Would the believer of this fact, to use the apos-| justified freely by his grace, through the redemp- 
swords, “enter into rest 2” Could a man pos-|tion that is in Christ Jesus.” We ask, Is it possi- 
iy rest, under the horrible conviction that hej ble for a man to believe this, to believe that “God 
would ye endlessly miserable 2? No! Never! is the Saviour of all men,” and “ especially them 
Supposing it were true that one half of the hu-| that believe ;” but of ail, whether they believe or 
man race should be blessed with endless felicity; not; for all are “ justified freely,’ &c. and that 
in another world, and the other half should be|the time is coming, when “ ail the ends of the 
endlessly tormented ? Would a belief of this fact,| world shall remember and turn unto the Lord, 
r trath, confer salvation, and produce rest ?—| ali the kindreds of the nations shall worship be- 
Would it facilitate or aid, in acquiring this rest, | fore him ;” (Psa. xxii. 27.) and “ every knee shall 
lieve, that the half which would be saved,| bow, every tongue shall swear, surely shall say, 
were identified and s¢ lected, in the mind of Deity, In the Lord have 7 righteousness and strength ;"— 
yan immutable decree before they were born, | Is it possible to believe these testimonies, and for 
bad done good or evil; and that “the Deity | these testimonies to be true, and not to have sal- 
ad chosen them, without any foresight of, or re-| vation conferred, and to enter into rest, as a con- 
ard to, faith or good works; and that the salva-| sequence? No! If you believe all men will be 
m of the chosen, and damnation of the non-elect,| saved, your own salvation is the necessary conse- 
was irreversibly decreed before they had any be-| quence ! These are the testimonies of God; they 
ig? And none of the non-elect could be saved ; | are {rue ; and no man who believes them can doubt 
or any of the chosen miss of salvation ?”” Would lof his own salvation. Itisa “ belief of the truth,” 
» belief of this confer salvation, and pr. duce rest >! that “ God is the Saviour of all men,’’ which is 
lay now thine hand upon thy heart :—solemnly,| the mediate cause of his joy ; and he, like the 
«in the presence of your Maker and your Judge, Psalmist, “‘ takes the cup of salvation, and calis 
leclare, Have you evidence of your certain elec-| upon the name of the Lord!” “ Appa Fatuer.” 
mn, to the exelusion of others, (this is inevitable,)| “ He is,” indeed, “ chosen through sanctification 
which is so indelibly impressed upon your mind, | of the Spirit, and belief of the truth.” Sanctified 
'y testimony so unequivocal, that you have no|by that Spirit which is Love ; for “Gop 1s Love.” 
loubts and fears of failing, at last, of salvation ?|That Spirit, which being from above, ‘tis first 
\nswer, yea, or nay. Vf you have doubts and| pure, then gentle, easy to be entreated, full of 
tears, remember, as certain as God is true, so cer-| mercy and good fruits, (no endless misery here ') 
‘ain you are not “chosen to salvation through | without partiality, (no choosing some, and reject- 
~anctification of the Spirit, and belief of the truth,” |ing others, capriciously, partially, and without 
in your own conception, but are wandering, seek-| regard to faith or works,) and without hypocrisy.” 
ing rest, and fiudiug none. ' Not pretending to have no pleasure in the death 
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of the sinner, and, at the same time according to 
John Calvin, never have any other desire or de- 
sign, but to make sinners endlessly miserable ! 
We had almost called hard names. But, we can 
only say, that we know of no names hard enough 
to brand with the infamy and detestation so abom- 
inable a doctrine deserves, and must therefore let 
it go, in a qualified sense, clear, for want of a red 
to chastise it according to its demerits. It must 
suffice to say, Our ever blessed and adorable God 
is LOVE! Calvin's god is HATRED! “ We love 
him,” says the apostle, (and we say so too,) “ be- 
cause he first loved us!” We ask Calvin's disci- 
ples, all of them, and hope some of them will an- 
swer, Have the non-elect the same reason to love 
God ; and is the same obligation conferred upon 
them, as upon the elect ? Has God, according to 
your doctrine, first, or ever loved them ? If he has 
loved, will he not always love them? And if he 
never loved them, should one of them, by follow- 
ing your directions, get into Heaven, would God 
change, and love him ? If not, would not the non- 
elect do more than God; and lore, when God ha- 
ted? Are the non-elect under any obligations to 
dove a being, who, you say, hates them, and always 
determined to make them miserable? If God 
hates them, must not you, to be like him, hate 
them also? Where can you find, among the com- 
mands of Christ, any thing which would justify 
this course of conduct ? Will you please to an- 
swer these questions ? 

As A. B. says much about the damnation of 
sinners, we answer, once for all, that the damna- 
tion spoken of in the Scriptures has no reference 
to a future state of being; neither does it sup- 
pose a condemnatory sentence, pronounced in 
form by God, against his creatures in another 
world. This is easily proved. The words trans- 
lated judgment, condemned, damned, &c. are either 
the same, or derived from the same root. In 
John ix. 39, we read, “ For judgment, ets xecua, 
Iam come into the world; that they which see 
not might see, and that they which see might be 
made blind.” v.22, “The Father judgeth no 
man ; but hath committed all judgment unto the 
Son,” &c. Jude 14,15, “ Behold the Lord com- 
eth with ten thousand of his saints, to execute 
judgment upon all,” &c 1 Pet. iv. 17, “ For the 
time is come that judgment must begin at the 
house of God.” Matt. xxiii. 33, “ Ye serpents, ye 
generation of vipers, how can ye escape the dam- 
nation of hell.” (gehenna.) A. B. can choose, and 
make the passages quoted uniform; and read 
judgment, or damnation, altogether. If damna- 
tion is preferred, please to qualify it sufficiently to 
save yourself, and we will engage for the escape 
of the residue. If the word judgment is preferred, 
qualify that also! All we ask, is, that you would 
be uniform, and render the same original word 
damnation or judgment. Either will answer— 
and we engage, in both cases, to prove the truth 
of our doctrige, and the falsehood of Calvin’s hy- 
pothesis, 
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The commencement of A. B.'s Aifth 
is a brief exhibition of some of the } 
shifts to which error is obliged to resort, to pro 
its tottering fabric. We ask A. B. if there Hs 
ever a Calvinist who was not, at some time, wei. 
ed? This must be answered in the Negative. 
then, if you believe the prophet, you must beliey. 
that there never was a Calvinist who was iia 
“turned into hell.” For the prophet declar». 
that “the wicked shall be turned into hel}.” Rew 
unless your Calvinists get out of hell, nop. 
of them will be saved. The poor Calvinist js in 
a terrible condition, placed between these passa 
ges, Acts iii. 21. Psa. ix. 17. One thing is certaj; 
If the prophet and apostle told the truth, Calvin’. 
doctrine is as far from the truth, as the antipodes 
are distant from each other. A. B. tried to escape 
by making the Scriptures appear contradictory: 
The remainder of this paragraph contains quota- 
tions which we have so frequently noticed, the: 
our readers would be dissatisfied with a repetitioy 
We therefore refer A. B. to our back Numbers. 
and request that a direct reply, without any eva 
sion, shall be made, provided our expositions are 
not satisfactory. And as A. B. speaks of our pe 
versions, we expect to have them produced 
Something more is necessary than A. B.’s wor? 
for it. 

We agree with A. B.'s declaration, see sizi’ 
paragraph, that “there is a manifest difference 
between the children of men in this world.” By 
we deny that any of them are “ holy ;"jgr, thet 
any of them “ imitate his holiness.” If A.B. is 
attempting to prove Calvinism, by urging the 
merit of the creature, we think the Arminian may 
prefer his claim ; and in this case, we should qui 
etly let them fight the battle out! 

A. B.’s seventh paragraph commences with a 
confession of difficulty resting on the Calvinisti 
view of election, &c. and is an attempt to cles 
up this difficulty. Now we request A. B. to an- 
swer a few queries, which are suggested by thy 
perusal of the attempted solution of the difficu': 
ties mentioned. You state, that “ although it is 
confessed that his (Christ's) blood was paid as « 
price for the certain redemption and salvation 0 
all that the Father had given him, (which you con 
fine to the elect few,) yet his blood had a sufi. 
cient value.in it to procure pardon, heaven and 
happiness, for a whole world of siuful men.” You 
then assign, as the reason why any are condemn: 
ed, “because they did not apply themselves siv- 
cerely to this Mediator,’ &c. Please to answer 
Are the elect, who are saved, saved because they 
“ apply themselves sincerely to this Mediator ‘ 
Or, are they saved because they are those “ whost 
certain redemption and salvation’ was purchased 
by Christ's blood? In few words—Will those elect 
for whom Christ died, be saved on account 0! 
their own application of the blood of Christ, or 0° 
account of God’s decree, and Christ’s application 
of it to them? Are the non-elect as capable of ey 
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lying this as the elect ? And has God, in Christ, | over all his works ; and whose benevolent arm 


jove as wuch to effect their salvation, as he did 
for the lect 4 

feat if the blood of Christ was, and is, suf- 
-ient to save the whole world; and if the elect, 
who only are to be saved, are saved on account 
* what God, in Christ, has done for them ; and 
‘se non-elect, Who are damned, are damned for 
not doing themselves, that, which God done for 
the elect, is not God a respecter of persons, and 
artial in his conduct toward the children of men ? 
‘Andare not those who are damned, damned, not 
for want of value in the blood of Christ, sufficient 
' , redeem and save them, but, because God did not 
apply it to them, as he did to the elect ; and con- 
quently, a large proportion of the blood of 
Christ, (you say only a few will be saved,) be lost, 
and the salvation of almost innumerable souls be 
prevented, not for want of precious blood to re- 
deem and save them, but for want of a disposition 
iy God to include all, in his decree of salvation, 
and to apply this redeeming blood to them ? 

You are likewise requested to explain, and show 
the consistency with your doctrine, of the follow- 
ing declarations—* It is not the will of God that 
wny should perish, but that all should come to re- 
ventance. God will have all men to be saved, 
and eome to the knowledge of the truth. For 
there is one God, and one Mediator between 
God and man, the man Christ Jesus, who gave 
himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due 
time.” You will also please to explain, how, (as 
you say,) “ sinners have a natural power, and also 
a will, to aecept the proposals of grace,” and, at 
the same time, “have a moral impotency,” pro- 
ceeding from their “ nature,” which incapacilates 
them? And whether you was sensible of your 
cross inconsistency and absurdity, when you quo- 
ted John vi. 65, “ No man can come to me except 
itbe given him of my Father ;” and added, that 
!!! Now, be it known 
unto you, and all men, that we insist upon baving 
the above questions, and all that we have asked, 
or shall ask, answered directly, without any eva- 
sion whatever! You evaded our questions con- 
tained in the Appeal ; and if you neglect to an- 

wer, or continue to evade our interrogatories, 
we call upon all to witness that you are confound- 
ed, and cannot answer a word ! 

(To be Continued.) 
—<—=>__— 
To the Editor of the Gospel Herald. 

Mr. Eprtor,—Not many weeks ago J was in- 
duced to attend divine service at Pine Plains, 
Dutchess County, where the Rev. Mr. A. officiates 
as a teacher of the Gospel. The meeting was 
rather thin, but of a very respectable appearance. 
The Rev. gentleman commenced, and went 
through with his sermon in as moderate a manner 
as could be expected. After singing, he descend- 
ed from the pulpit to the communion table, and 
delivered the abe and wine to his church, 
which consisted of only eight persons. After be- 
ing seated a short time he rose, cast a kind of 
baleful frown upon the congregation, and in a 
vehement tone pronounced the following ana- 
thema.— 

He declared, “ All those who had not eat of 
that bread, and drank of that wine, had sealed 
their damnation by their obstinacy and refusal ; 
and would suffer efernal torments, unless they 
would redeem their lost souls by accepting of the 
pardon that was offered them.” 

Thou Deity! the Creator of all matter! is that 
man my director, and my judge? No! thanks be 


it isa “ moral ney 


to that great Being, whose “tender mercies are | 





will grasp them, and for ever rescue them from 
this world of pain and wo! Thanks to Him, that 
such superstition is fast banishing. The darken- 
ing clouds that have lowered around the mental 
horizon, are chased away by a hand Supreme and 
wise. I will not speak lightly of people for sim- 
ply and peaceably eating bread, and drinking 
wine, but I will expose that man, who thus falla- 
ciously attempts to bring forward to his table peo- 
ple, under the belief that he, vain man, “ clothed 
with a little brief authority,” is their saviour. 
Whether the Rev. gentleman was seriously in 
anger, (Owing to the precious few that happened 
to be good Christians,) at the time he hurled the 
glowing bolts of damnation at his fellow-creatures, 
I know not—but I know, I feel, a true conviction 
that it is my duty, as far as | am capable, to sun- 
der that dark veii which beguiles the ignorant, 
and sometimes bewilders and leads astray the 
wise ; which sets frantic the innocent and happy, 
and dooms to despair many of our fellow-mortals, 
under the belief, (as they are taught,) that their 
souls are doomed to end/ess and excruciating tor- 
ments. Theonly hope they have, is in a God, 
whose anger is like the fury of ten thousand whirl- 
winds! Whose mercy cannot go down to a crea- 
ture in hell, and whose love is entirely exhausted 
with the few that he has been pleased to save. 
When men, or priests, are ignorant or foolish, 
they should be chastised with moderation ; but 
when people are compelled to kneel to a money- 
made priestly dominion, then the merited lash 
should be severely felt, till the sanctimonious 
character is subdued TRUTH. 
— 


REVIEW of the Curistian’s Vane-Mecum, by 
Hoorer Cummine, A. M. 


(Continued from p. 262.) 


Mr. C. in p. 153, says, “I will now suggest to 
the consideration of my readers a few texts, in 
which it is, in so many words declared, that al/ 
men shall not be saved. The first is the declara- 
tion of our Lord himself, ‘Many are called, but few 
are chosen,’ Matt. xxii. 14. This is a moral drawn 
from the parable of the marriage feast; and of 
the man who had not on a wedding garment. 
The expression is plain and unlimited. It cer- 
tainly means as much as this, at least, that every 
one, saint and sinner, with the wedding garment 
and without it, shall not finally inherit the king- 
dom of heaven. If it imports any thing different, 
it imports nothing ; and this is all the use which 1 
purpose, at present, to make of it. More explicit, 
if possible, is that assertion of our Lord, in his 
sermon upon the mount, Matt. vii. 13, 14, ‘ En- 
ter ye in at the strait gate; for wide is the gate 
and broad is the way that leadeth to destruction, 
and many there be which go in thereat ; because 
strait is the gate and narrow is the way which 
leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.’— 
Here Christ himself says, that there are few, com- 
paratively, who find the way to eternal life. How 
diametrically contrary to this is the proposition, 
that all shall at last find it, and be happy !” 

Mr. C. of the quotation from Matt. xxii. 14, 
modestly says, “If it imports any thing different, 
it imports nothing ; and this (nothing at all, we 
presume,) is all the use which I purpose, at pre- 
sent, to make of it.” And this, as we shall show, 
was all the use Mr. C. made of it! According to 
Mr. C. the declaration, “‘ Many are called, but 
few are chosen,” if it imports any thing different 
from a positive declaration that every one, &c, 
shall not inherit the kingdom of heaven, it imports 
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wthing Here is certainly a new idea. Import- 
ing nothing—if from nothing, how much would 
be left? Doctor Cumming has a poor memory. 
We can extricate him from his dilemma, by re- 
ferring him to his 188th page, in his chapter on 
Baptism, (see Number 30, p. 236, Ist col.) where 
he says of the original phrase rendered “ king- 
dom of Heaven,” that it “is adopted when it is 
manifest that the place of dominion suggested is 
earth, and not heaven ;” and that “ accordingly 


the ‘kingdom of Heaven’ is a figurative form of 


peech, which is used sometimes to denote the 
Crospel dispensation ; in other instances, the reign, 
the dominion, the government, which God has 
established in the Christian church.” And, won- 
derful to relate, refers to the very passage which 
he now says means “ shall not fnaily inherit the 
kingdom of Heaven,” to prove it!!!!!! When 
we find a Doctor of Divinity in this deplorable 
condition, condemned out of his own mouth, we 
really cannot help pitying him a little! This is 
taking the business out of our hands with a wit- 
ness, and not giving us an opportunity to confute 
him. “ How are the mighty fallen!” and the wea- 
pons of Calvinism perished!!! How very easy it 
is, assisted as we are by an eminent Doctor of Di- 
Vinity, to offer a comment on this passage, “ Ma- 
ny are called, but few are chosen?” The reader, 
by consulting Matt. xxii. will find the parable of 
the “ Marriage of the king’s son.” “ Afany were 
called” to the marriage feast, but “ few" were 
‘chosen.’ Now we have the authority of Doctor 
Hooper Cumming, A. M. of Albany, to prove that 
this marriage “ is figurative of the Gospel dispen- 
sation, or the covernment established in the Chris- 
tian church ;’ “ the place of dominion suggested 
is earth, and not Heaven!! 
of existence, and not posterior to this life. We 
congratulate Dr. C. on getting on the right side of 


the question ! We entreat him, now he has put his | 


hand to the plongh, not to look back, but to march 
straight forward, and admit, like an honest man, 
all the conclusions that flow from his own premis- 
' Now we, considering Dr. C.’s assistance, 
which he has granted us, are willing to show him 
much mercy, and to admit that his blunder, in his 
Greek synonyma, is the fault ef the printer ; and 
that he, if he had known it, would have written 
eos, instead of dros. For it cannot be supposed 
that he was “ aware,” any more than our “ trans- 
lators,”’ that “men uflerly ignorant would be so 
presumptuous” as to correct a Doctor of Divinity ! 

The next passage quoted by Mr. C. is Matt. vii. 
13, 14, “ Enter ye in at the strait gate ; for wide 
is the gate and broad is the way that leadeth to 
destruction, and many there be which go in 
thereat ; because strait is the gate and narrow is 


ses 


'” that is, in this mode! 
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|be saved. The inference is irresistibje Not 
jaltogether irresistible, Dr. C., although we muc 
| confess it would have resisted better, had why * 
|made your concession in your * Chapter on Ba, 
jtism!” Dr. C. must concede that Univers %, 
| not the “ broad way,” into which many enter 
\for “ few, comparatively, find it.” Dr. Cy: 
please to read Rom. v. 19, “ For as by one p 
| disobedience many were made sinners, so by ; 
| Obedience of one shall many be made righteoy 
| Should this read, “by one man’s disohediy nce 
| few were made sinners ; s0, by the obedience »; 
lone shall few be made righteous, even in this 
ease, Dr. C. must admit, that as many (tew or =e. 
)ny,) as were made sinners hy Adam, are made 
jrighleous by Christ! The connexion declares 
| That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so (;., 
the same extent,) might grace reign through rizi:. 
|teousness unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ oy, 
| Lord.” Dr, C. will show, if he can, how sin ca 
reign unto an endless death, and grace reign 
those who are the victims to it! Does Ixa 
22—25, mean comparatively few? When « er, 
knee bows, and every tongue swears, saying, j; 
jthe Lord have I righteousness and strength,” wij) 
|not every tongue swear to the (ruth? And y 
| those who have righteousness be damned ¢p 
llessly ° Please to answer ? 
{7 We understand Dr. C. is occasionally }y 
{labouring us from his pulpit! We respectiully | 
vite him to venture, for once, into our column 
and let his congregation witness his triumph. His 
|present method of reply is useless to us, for we 
}cannot hear him preach at the distance of ; 
hundred and fifty miles. 
| (To be continued.) 
- on 
RELIGIOUS RATS ! 
| We received, from the hand of a friend, a 
‘entitled “Anmost a Curistian: being the Sub 
| stance of Seven Sermons, first preached at St. § 
| pulchre's, London, 1661.’ This book was made, 
jas some make, what they call, poetry, by admi 
iting to a fellowship with the Muses, every line 
with a rhyme at the end of it! The author of t) 
|book in question, manufactured his argume: 
|much in the same way, by spiritualizing hackney 
led sayings, and admitting as testimony whatey: 
' would produce an antithesis, and form a senten 
This species of logic once was in great vogw 
among sermonizers ; and would, probably, | 
| continued until this day, had not the subtleties oi 
imodern theologists, assisted by Hopkinsian fi 
nesse, invented a new style and given a respite 
to a thread-bare theology. “ It is an i/l wind,’ 
says the adage, “which blows nobody any good ; 
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the way which leadeth unto life, and few there be | and it is an ill book, which will not farnish any 
that find it.” Mr. C. adds, “ Here Christ himself | good sayings. The following pithy simile, whieh 
says, that there are few, comparatively, who find | we extract from this book, is analagous, it is pre 


the way to elernal life. How diametrically con- 
trary to this is the proposition, that a// shall at 
last find it, and be happy!” The reader will no- 
tice that Mr. C. added the word eternal to the de- 
elaration of Christ. If he had expunged his chap- 
ter on Baptism, he would have shielded himself 
better. In all difficult cases we must refer him 
to that for a solution! Mr. C. likewise refers to a 

rallel passage in Luke xiii. 24. and says, “ Now, 
if there be any who shall seek to enter into the 
kingdom of Heaven at the last day, for to this the 
Saviour evidently refers, and shall not be able, 
(stop Dector—take another look at your “Chap- 
ter on Baptism.” Recollect, the kingdom is on 
earth,” &e.) then there will be some excluded 
thence: and, of course, a/! men will not finally 


sumed, with that which, in our day, is known by 
the phrase “ Loud Calls!” The writer discours- 
ing upon the practice of those who confess the 
truth for the profit of it, in a pecaniary point ot 
view, says: 

“ They say, that when a house is decaying and 
falling, all the ra’s and mice will forsake it: while 
the house is firm, and they may shelter in the 
roof, they will stay, but no longer ; lest in the de- 
cay, the fal! should be upon them—and they that 
lived at the tep should die at the bottom.” 

“ My brethren, may I not say that we have 
many that are the vermin, the rats and mice of re- 
ligion, that would live under the roof of it, while 
they might have shelter in it ? but when it suffers, 
forsake it, least it should fall, and the fall should 
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them? [am persuaded this is not the] 


ve 


‘reason why God hath brought the wheel 
the profession of religion, namely, to rid it 
e vermin.” 


’ 
ean 
ul 
‘? 
! 
{ 


sssuiled ut th 
verance and clean escape from rationality, by 


claring that those who differ with them in 


—*s 
mia 


ins—the sea burning like oil—nations rising from 
junder ground—the sun falling—the damned in 
| chains before the bar, and some of my poor hear- 
ers with them! J see them cast from the battle- 


is not uncommon for bigots, when they are/ ments of the judgment scene : My God! the eter- 
| by common sense, to work out their de-| nal pit has closed upon them for ever.” 


What do you think 
of the above ? Is it your opinion that Dr. Griffin 


inion are nafural men, and that reason is in-| would dare repeat the above, on oath, provided he 


ompatible with Christianity. 


| 
| Reader, a word with you 
} 


They suppose, for-| is sincere in his belief, that an endless hell is the 


oth, at least it would so appear, that a man must} penalty for perjury? Consider his barefaced de- 


y the testimony of all his senses, before he 
“vive any evidence of his sincerity ; outrage 


! 


en war with humanity, before he gives any ev- 


lence that he is possessed of one grain of evan-| 
To use a plain unvarnished| That “he saw (not thought, nor expected, nor fear- 


elical benevolence ! 

ving, He must turn nature wrong side oulward ; 

‘4 when he has produced an inversion of every 

g and principle in creation, he may claim, of 

cht, infallibility in science, and perfection in 

als! These cogitations, or something like 

n, as a herald or precursor, are necessary to 

re the way for the reader, clear of all ab- 

tness, te peruse the following, extracted from 
wok above-mentioned. 

4s a man is a sinner before ever he acts sin, 

), till grace renew him, he is a sinner, though he 

f for there is origina sin in him, enough 

to damn and destroy him.” According to this, if 

is susceptible of any analysis, a man is a sinner 


sin, 


. . | . . 
ymon sense, to prove his wisdom ; and declare | ple of Hopkins told the trut®, when he “ solemnly 





fore he sins! And, this being truth, it follows, as 
matter of consequence, that leaving his sins 
gether, does not make him /ess the sinner! We 
must confess, that if the first is true, nothing can 
more -easonable than the latter!!! And it is 
evident, we think, that the Jal/er must be proved 
to admit the truth of the former. Yo make} 
his appear very reasonable, we presume it is ne-/ 
cessary to remark, that it is very consistent to 
uppose a man to leave sins which he never com- 
mitted! We have seen a great many incongrui- 
ties in pretended orthodoxy, but, with the excep-| 
on of Doctor Cumming’s exposition of the doc-| 
| 


} 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
} 
} 
| 
| 


true, 


trine of the Trinity of Persons, we do not recol- 
leet any thing which came so near what may,) 
with propriety, be termed the last stage of Cal-| 
vintstic, or Hepkinsian insanity ;—as the case | 
may be 

it would be complimenting and attaching, | 
some how or other, a dignity to absurdities of the 
above complexion, to speak of them in terms in 
common use among men. ‘They are, indeed,! 
monstrous absurdities! To speak of such out-| 
s perversions of terms and principles, with-| 
out protesting against their folly, injustice, and| 
absurdity, would manifest a disregard of reason | 


and common sense, and an utter insensibility to} 


——— 

DIPLOMATIC BOMBAST. 

The following dignified trumpery is published in | 

a Morristown (N. J.) paper, entitled “‘ Pulpit Elo-| 

quence. Close of a Sermon by Dr. Griffin, Pastor! 
i a Church in Newark.” 

“ Standing on my watchtower, I am command- 

ed, if L see aught of evil coming, to give warning. | 


reou 


very principle of rationality above the instinct of 
brutes that perish ! 


claration—“I solemnly declare— I SEE,” &c. What 
de you call this? Do you believe this titled disci 


declared he saw the damned in chains before the 
bar, and some of his poor hearers with them ? 


ed, the event might take place, but actually saw) 
some of his hearers cast from the battlements of the 
judgment scene,” and that “ the eternal pit has (ac- 
tually) closed upon them forever.” We are sen- 
sible that it would be considered very impolite to 
say this Rev. Doctor told a lie. But we do say, that 
it he told the truth, it is the strangest truth we ev- 
er saw or heard ! 

Hopkins’s disciple says, “ J solemnly declare 1 
see the damned in chains before the bar, and some 
of my poor hearers with them! J see them cast 
from the battlements of the judgment scene 
And adds, “* My God! the eternal pit has closed 
upon them for ever !”’ 

John, the disciple of Christ, says, “J beheld, 
and] heard, every creature which is in heaven 
and on the earth, and under the earth, (in Hades, ) 
and such as are in the sea, and all (hat are in them, 
heard J saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, 
and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever and ever.’ 

Reader, take your choice. The disciple of God, 
and the disciple of Hopkins have, each of them, 
told what they saw. ‘Their accounts are as differ 
ent as light is from darkness! Which of them 
told the TRUTH ? 

— 
THE VANITY OF RICHES. 


Their inward though! is,that their houses shall con- 
tinue for ever, and their dwelling places to all gen- 
eralions ; they call their lands after their own 
names.” Psalm xlix. 11. 

It is an obvious truth, that true Philosophy and 
teligion are the same. The declaration of Christ, 


“ 


,* Where your treasure is, there will your heart be 


also,” is sanctioned by every sound philosophical! 
and rational principle, as well as attested by Scrip 
ture, observation, and experience. Faith, which is 
so much talked about, and so little understood, is 
not only identified, but is explained, and its qual- 
ities exemplified and illustrated, in all the concerns 
of the present world. Every man, in his secular, 
as well as religious concerns, manifests his faith by 
his works. Every speculation, whether a sixpence 
or a million of dollars is employed, is an evidence 
of this truth. Does a man believe he can realize a 
profit of twenty-five per cent, by engaging in any 
enterprize of barter and exchange, or by parting 
with his money ; be no sooner has this faith than 
his works follow, and the thingisdone! Cause 


I again se’emnly declare that I do discern evil ap-|and effect are here seen in regular succession 
proach’ng ; J see a storm collecting in the heavens ;| There never is a cause without an effect ; nor an 
I discov er the emotion of the troubled elements :| effect without its antecedent cause. There is no one 
I hear the roar of distant wind—Heaven and earth| truth in nature more evident and certain. Itis as 
seem mingled in the conflict—and I cry to those palpable as the most obvious truth in mathemat 
for whom I watch, .4 storm! 4 storm! Get out/ics. Indeed, there cannot be a rational man who 
into the ark or you are swept away. Oh! what is) would deny it. What is the inference? Ans. It is 
itIsee? I see a world convulsed aud falling to ra-! just as obvious as any proposition which can be 
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submitted to the human mind. If two and fre) er, nor give jo God a ransom for him’ What. +3 
make four, then four and four must make eight.'can you do? Have you spacious buildin a 
If a man’s actious are the fruit of his mind—if his | you “ call them after your name >” Have gr Do 
works are the effect, and his faith the cause, the| creed that your posterity shall inhabit th ag 
affinity is as great, and the similitude as certain, as| inherit your possessions ? Tell, if you preg \ 
the aes which are associated in the mind are | shall come afier you? “ whether a wise ~e. Vho 
the cause, and resemble the written sentiments. | fvol/’ What is the tenure of your lense > ten : 
When rivers retrograde, and continually run to | shall guarantee the succession? Look at Carth: a 
their fountains, an inversion of nature may be sup-| When cities, with all their inhabitant 3, sink ie 
posed, sufficient to authorize a doubt of the cor-) oblivion, where is your safety? Where now en 
rectness of the above principles ; and not till then.) Nineveh and Babylon? Their very ruins a 
The declaration of the Psalmist, which we have | tombed ? The record of their destruction yee 
selected for a motto to our present cogitations, at) with age! When nations slip their foothold, nd 
first view, to a superficial observer, may appear are precipitated over the downhill of Pegaoe: 
hyperbolical. That man, with the countless me-| lost in recollection—when towering palaces have 
mentos which surround him, and assail him at ev-| crumbled into atoms, and the. dust of sic, —_ 
ery corner,—with the innumerable monitors which | fabrics, scattered to the four winds of saves, 
admonish him at every step, and speak, in tones | “ leave not a wreck behind,” less than the dream. 
more audible than whispers, the uncertainty of hu-| of insanity must be the calculation of Ads " 
man lite and this world’s possessions, should grasp, | solitary, wayward son ? Thy generation en b 
with the convulsive energy of despair, and the con-| but a point in the dial of time. Thy possessi> “ 
fidence of hope, and in the charnel-house of hu-/| will furnish atoms for only one blast of satin 
man existence seek for, the full-grown fruits ofim-| ting Heaven ! Thy posterity—Who are they: 
mortality, is a supposition too monstrous to be|This age may flourish on the bench, and in the 
cherished for a moment. It is a satire upon all our | tone of magisterial authority pronounce the sep. 
boasted conceptions, with which, like heavenly |tenee—the next may view the culprit at the her 
nectar, we have regaled ourselves: But, notwith- the trembling recipient of the penalty ! This, ther, 
standing all this, ‘tis—truth! | fore, is thy day. Thou art now in all thy ephem. 
We have heard, and observation sanctions the | eral glory. What hast thou done? What scheme 
tale, that flat/ery is the surest road to profit and | is thy busy head now pregnant with? 
distinction. That the man who would burrow into| Death will soon be atthe door. Thou hast by: 
the good graces of his compeers and associates, | one remedy—there is yet one effort which thou 
must first grease his way with compliments ;—that canst make, which will rescue thy memory from 
ober truth is very unpalatable ; and the man who| destruction, and inscribe, on Heaven's tablet, » 
administers it will be received, only when he can-| record, which will remain when thy tenement 
not be avoided; as men prefer the physician to the | shall be dissolved, and thy possessions registere:| 
undertaker, but would most cheertully keep clear | in other names. Build, therefore, the “ waste 
of both! We have heard that starvation ts very | places” which misfortune has destroyed. In imi. 
dreadful ;—that a man will gnaw the flesh from his tation of thy God, “ regard the prayer of the de: 
bones, and suck the blood which, but a moment titute,” and “the glory of the Lord shall be thy 
before, coursed through bis heart, to preserve life,| rereward.” When not only thy present posse- 
and satisfy the insatiable demands of hunger: But, | sions, but the globe itself shall “ wax old, and 
with God's assistance, our flesh to the last particle | changed,” the recollections of love, as a sweet 
shall be eaten—our blood to the last drop be smelling savour, will bloom eternal in the 
drank—-nay, our bones be devoured, should life | Heavens ! 
continue so long, in preference to feeding upon a) Eee 
substitute, the growth and offspring of flattery! | PUBLIC DISCUSSION. 
Man in his best state, here, is but a bundle of imper- | We menticn fer the information of cor bland 


ceptions, is as much a dereliction of the truth as, pee eee Sate of Gene Trak 
the denial of the existence of mat‘er itself could |‘'S%'0" Ge Lstadlishment © — sm & 


be. There are troubles and trials, in this mode of | this city, have altered their Constitution, and now 


existence, which are indigenous to the soil of mor-| #dmit to the discussion of the great question of 
tality :-—Heaven has an. set a regimen in the | er. suture —- all Potion who oe 
smiles of an approving conscience— be ry “+: ies — -ey _ Our Ar- 
“ The soul's calm sunshine, and the heart felt joy.” | aioe ah ~~ apt 2 aad aes ele 

The treachery of the knave—the imbecility of ance, and have seelously advocated their hypott- 
the coward—and the deterioration of the fool,—| “S'S: Our Calvinistic brethren have not yet made 
may, fora time, like disease, with their poisonous | > formal attack on our faith, nor risked their own, 
influence, paralize the efforts, and disarrange the by an age etre the codeal “f <a nen 
means ; but “the poor man’s wisdom will save the | —— } : a mast _— Jock : a nonin 
city.” These are the common peltings of the storm. | procasy Sf REE Pall He over, mm Me Aen a 
They are the sleet of envy, prejudice, and pas- upposite = Independent Chapel, in Rose-street, « 
sion ;—but the sun of reason will melt them all |W 400rs from Pearl-street. 
a 9 THE NORTHERN ASSOCIATION 

* Better,” says the wise man, “ are the reproofs F P ’ pple : 
of a friend, than the kisses of an enemy.” And| Of Usiversarists met,October 2nd. We receiv 
“ open rebuke is better than secret love.” There-|€d, per mail, a copy of their proceedings, whica 
fore, whoever thou art that are feasting upon rot- | We purpose to publish. 
ten calculations—travelling, posthaste, in the road EE By" 
paved with the mishaps of thy predecessors, and} 70 Correspondents. Four communications are 
strewed with dead men’s bones,—listen to the re-;Teceived from An Impartialist ; one of which is 
proof of wisdom, and learn, of experience, the his- ,Couched in language too indecorous to be published 
tory which shall bound thy peregrination. Are , 
re. rich? “ They that trust in their wealth, and EDITED BY HENRY FITZ. 

t themselves in the multitude of their riches;| rcBLisHED EVERY SATURDAY, aT $2 50 PER 4™> 

none of them can by apy means redeem his broth- PAYABLE IN ADVANCE 


> and 


fections. To praise and pamper him with false con-! 





